IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend the indicated claims as follows: 




(Currently Amended) A method ofifoperating] monitoring an 
ighting] system of an airport, comprising the steps of: 

providing a processing system local to/he airport in communication with 
the airfield [lighting] system for [monitor and control] monitoring thereof, said airfield 
[lighting] system producing airfield system information for processing by said local 
processing system; 

connecting said local processing system to a global communication 

network; and 

accessing said airfield systen*? information from a remote location disposed 
on said global communication network; 

taking action in response fo the airfield system information , 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said airfield 
system information is accessed by a user at said remote location, in the step of accessing, 
via a central control center which is disposed on said global communication network. 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein said central 
control center provides access to said airfield system information via a web site. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method ©f Claim 3, wherein said web site 
presents said airfield system information to said user at said remote location in response 
to said user first providing a valid authorization aode. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein said user is a sales/marketing 
person at said remote location, which said remote location is a sales/marketing node 
disposed on said global communication network. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein said user is a customer at said 
remote location, which said remote locat/on is a customer node disposed on said global 
communication network. 

7. (Original) The methoa of Claim 2, wherein said user is a maintenance 
repair person at said remote location/ which said remote location is a contractor node 
which is disposed on said global communication network. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said airfield 
system information is accessed, m the step of accessing, directly by a user at said remote 
location which is disposed on said global communication network. 

9. (Original) Th^ method of Claim 1, wherein said global communication 
network is the Internet. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method pf Claim 1, [further comprising] the 
step of taking action comprises notifying a user With a notification message which is 
automatically transmitted in response to a fault detected in the airfield [lighting] system. 

1 1. (Original) The method of Claipi 10, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via electronic mail to said user. 

12. (Original) The method of Cljkim 10, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via cellular telephone to said user. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via a wireless pager to said user. 



14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein said notification 
message is transmitted from a central control center disposed on said global 
communication network which uploads said airfield system information from said local 
processing system via said global communication network on a periodic basis and 
processes said uploaded airfield system information to determine if a fault condition has 



occurred in the airfield [lighting] systi 



m of the airport. 
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15. (Original) The method of Claim ft wherein said communication in the 
step of providing is wireless. 

16. (Original) The meth^a of Claim 1, wherein said communication in the 
step of providing is via wire. 

17. (Original The method of Claim 1, wherein said communication in the 
step of providing is/via fiber optic. 



18. / (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said airfield 
system iij/formation in the step of providing includes data which unrelated to airfield 
lighting 



)^ei 



19. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a plurality of general 
aviation airports each having an airfield system, comprising the steps of: 

providing a local processing system at each airport, which said local 
processing system communicates with the conresponding airfield system for monitor and 
control thereof, and which the airfield sysj^^generates airfield information which is 
communicated to said local processing sy/teifi for processing; 

disposing a central conT*$Leerrter on a global communication network such 
that said central control center communicates with one or more of said local processing 
systems via said global communication network; and 
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authorizing access, via said central control center, to said airfield 
information by one or more users from one or more remote locations disposed on said 
global communication network , to provide reduijdant control and monitoring of the 
airfield system . 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein select ones of said one or 
more users are provided access to said airfield information of corresponding select ones 
of the plurality of airport airfield systems via said global communication network in 
accordance with a respective unique authorization code. 

21. (Original) The method ff Claim 19, wherein said global communication 
network is the Internet. 

22. (Original) The methon of Claim 19, wherein select ones of said one or 
more users are notified in response tip a fault condition detected by said airfield system at 
a corresponding select one of said plurality of airports. 

I 

23. (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein a central processing system 
of said central control center automatically notifies select ones of said one or more users 
in response to a fault condition dejtected in one or more of the airfield systems. 
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24. (Original) The method of Claim 23 Jwherein said automatic notification is 
provided to said one or more users via electronic npil over said global communication 
network. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said central control center in 
the step of disposing comprises a data server/which stores said airfield information from 
each of the plurality of airports. 

26. (Original) The method Claim 25, wherein said data server stores 
maintenance information communic^ed ifhereto by a technician who made repairs in 
response to a fault condition dete<ftedfat a select^ne of the plurality of airports, and which 
said maintenance information is accessible by said one or more users in the step of 
authorizing. 



27. (Original) The method of Claim 25, wherein said data server tracks 
inventory information of an inventory such that removal of a part from said inventory 
triggers a replacement process wpich replaces said part in said inventory. 
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^ N * N 4& > (Currently Amended) A system of operating an airfield lighting system of 

y / 

aj^mrport, comprising: / 

a processing system local to the airport and in communication with the 
airfield approach lighting system for monitor ajnd control thereof, said airfield approach 
lighting system producing airfield approach l/ghting status information for processing by 
said local processing system; / 

wherein said local processing system connects to a global communication 
packet-switched network such that said airfield approach lighting status information is 
accessed from a remote location disposed on said global communication network , to 
indicate whether the status of the airfield approach lighting system is satisfactory or 
whether action should be taken in response thereto . 

29. (Currently Amended!) The system of Claim 28, wherein said airfield 
approach lighting status information is accessed by a user at said remote location via a 
central control center which is disposed on said global communication network. 

30. (Currently Ai 
control center provides acce: 
web site. J 



ended) The system of Claim 29, wherein said central 
to said airfield approach lighting status information via a 
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3 1 . (Currently Amended) The systerrf of Claim 30, wherein said web site 
presents said airfield approach lighting status information to said user at said remote 
location in response to said user first providing a valid authorization code. 

32. (Original) The system of Claim 29, wherein said user is a sales/marketing 

person at said remote location, which said lemote location is a sales/marketing node 

/ 

disposed on said global communication network. 



33. (Original) The system of Claim 29, wherein said user is a customer of said 
remote location, which said remote location is a customer node disposed on said global 
communication network. 



34. (Original) The system of Claim 29, wherein said user is a maintenance 
repair person of said remote location, which said remote location is a contractor node 
disposed on said global communication network. 



35. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 28, wherein said airfield 

/ 

approach lighting status information is accessed directly from a user at said remote 
location which is disposed in said global communication network. 



36. (Original) jThe system of Claim 28, wherein said global communication 
packet-switched networkfis the Internet. 
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37. (Original) The system of Clairry 28, wherein a user is notified with a 
notification message which is automatically t/ansmitted in response to a fault condition 
detected in the airfield lighting system. 

38. (Original) The system of (flaim 37, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via electronic mail to said user. 

39. (Original) The system or Claim 37, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via cellular telephone to sapd user. 

40. (Original) The system of Claim 37, wherein said notification message is 
transmitted via a wireless pager to said user. 



41. (Currently Amende!) The system of Claim 37, wherein said notification 
message is transmitted from a central control center disposed on said global 
communication network which uploads said airfield approach lighting status information 
from said local processing systerr| via said global communication network on a periodic 
basis and processes said uploadel airfield approach lighting status information to 



determine if a fault condition has 



occurred in the airfield lighting system of the airport. 
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42. (Original) The 



of Claim 28, wherein said communication is 



wireless. 



43. (Currently Amended) A system oy operating a plurality of general aviation 
airports each having an airfield system, comprising: 

a local processing system proviaed at each airport, which said local 
processing system communicates with the corresponding airfield system for monitor and 
control thereof, and which said local processing system generates airfield information in 
response to communicating with said airfield! system; and 

a central control center di^p^ed on a global communication network such 
that said central control center commfanicatjb/with one or more of said local processing 
systems via said global communicates 

a redundant control and m&nitoring system including a connection 
[wherein access] to said airfield information by one or more users , wherein access is 
authorized via said central control center from a remote location disposed on said global 
communication network , to provide redundant control and monitoring of the airfield 
lighting system . 
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44. (Original) The system of Claim #3, wherein select ones of said one or 
more users are provided access to said airfield Information of corresponding select ones 
of the plurality of airport airfield systems via sjaid global communication network in 
accordance with a unique authorization code. 

45. (Original) The system of Clfum 43, wherein said global communication 
network is the Internet. 

46. (Original) The system of/Claim 43, wherein select ones of said one or 
more users are notified in response tyqfifyxft condition detected at a corresponding select 
one of said plurality of airports. 

47. (Original) The system of Claim 46, wherein a processing system of said 

/ 

central control center automatically notifies select ones of said one or more users in 
response to a fault condition detected in one or more of the airfield systems. 



48. (Original) The s^tem of Claim 47, wherein said automatic notification is 
provided to said one or more users via electronic mail over said global communication 
network. 
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49. (Original) The method of Claim/^3, wherein said central control center in 
the step of disposing comprises a data server w^ich stores said airfield information from 
each of the plurality of airports. 

50. (Original) The method of C/aim 49, wherein said data server stores 
maintenance information communicated tHereto by a technician who made repairs in 
response to a fault condition detected at afselect one of the plurality of airports, and which 
said maintenance information is accessjj^g by said one or more users in the step of 
authorizing. 

5 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 49, wherein said data server tracks 
inventory information of an inventory such that removal of a part from said inventory 
triggers a replacement process which replaces said part in said inventory. 
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